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1 September 1859

Holland, Michigan

Excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland, at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte is again serving as president. With joy, the classis received the sum of one
thousand dollars from the estate of Daniel I. Schenk for the needy churches of the
classis. "Resolved that Dr. van Raalte be requested and authorized to further examine,
before the next meeting, the actual purpose of the testament, how to be custodians of the
use of this sum in order (if necessary) to make decisions regarding this during our time
together."
In Dutch; translation by Nella Kennedy.

Minutes of the Classis of Holland, volume I, pp. 261-63.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College.
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Zeeland

6.50
Total

$55.63
Next meeting

Art. 14. The next meeting will be held in Grand Rapids where the times will vary from
those set in Zeeland where the classis has met regularly. Since it is deemed desirable to
hold the services at times suitable to this congregation it is decided that the Revs. Van de
Wall and Houbolt, as a committee, will make a schedule to be sent to the scribe in due
time.
[p.2601
Graafschap

Art. 15. Since the brothers in Graafschap wish to build a meeting place but do not have
the means to do so, the classis commends these brethren to the generosity of the churches.
Sermon by the Rev. Oggel

Art. 16. Since the sermon of the Rev. Oggel, held at the last meeting, has been published,
it is resolved that copies will be sold for ten cents each and that these copies will be
distributed to each congregation according to the numbers desired.
Publication

Art. 17. Resolved that the minutes of the meeting shall be published in DE
HOLLANDER, edited according to its importance for the public.
Adjournment

Art. 18. The meeting is closed by singing Psalm 134:3 and with prayer by elder van
Driele
[signed]
P. J. Oggel,
Secretary

CLASSICAL MEETING, HELD IN HOLLAND, ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1859
Present

The following brothers are present:

7J

7,

Drenthe
J. Wiggers and J. op 't Holt, elders
Graafschap A. J. Neerken, elder
GrandHaven the Rev. P. J. Oggel
Holland
Dr. A. C. van Raalte (Dr.), elder G. Wakker
Overisel
the Rev. G. J. Nykerk
Vriesland
the Rev. A. Zwemer and H. Yntema, elder
Zeeland
J. van Hees, elder
Also present is the Rev. G. van de Wall, teacher at the Academy in Holland
Opening
Art. 1. Dr. van alte, the president of the previous meeting, acts in the same position
now. e opens the session with prayer after singing the fourth verse of the morning
hymn.
Legacy

Art. 2. His reverence informs the brethren that he has been notified of a gift to this classis
of a thousand dollars, as stipulated in the will of Mr. Daniel I. Schenk. This, however,
cannot be handed to classis directly since it is not incorporated. It is possible, however,
to give it to the treasurer of the Board of Corporation of the denomination. In order to
authorize the executor this classis has therefore been called in session. After discussing
the matter for some time and after more has been learned, the following is resolved and
approved by the brethren:
[p.262]
Resolved by classis to accept with joy the sum of one thousand dollars bequeathed by the
Honorable Daniel I. Schenk to needy congregations in the classis, to be placed, according
to the executor's orders, in a legitimate fund. It is received not only because through
God's Providence much can now be done in taking care of various needs, but also
because it is joyful proof of the affection of a brother who is tied to us by origin, faith and
confession. This evidence of love, just as other ones already received, has quickened us.
We wish to announce this in THE INTELLIGENCER in order to remember the deceased,
in accordance with the Word of the Lord in Matthew 26:13.
Resolved that Dr. van Raalte be requested and authorized to further examine, before the
next meeting, the actual purpose of the testament, how to be custodians of the use of this
sum in order (if necessary) to make decisions regarding this during our time together.
Resolved that the classis Holland authorize John T. Brown, Esq, treasurer of the Board of
Corporation of the Ref. Dutch Church, requesting him to receive the said amount on
behalf of classis.
Resolved that the Revs. Van de Wall and van Raalte and the elders
[p.263]

Wakker and van Hees be appointed as a committee to draw up a ruling, to be finished at
the next meeting of classis concerning the ways in which this sum can be invested as a
permanent find of classis.
Adjournment
Art. 3. There being no need to deal with other matters the meeting is closed with prayer
by the Rev. Nykerk, after singing Psalm 119:17.
[signed]
P. J. Oggel
Secretary
[p.264]
Form for the signatures of pastors, elders and deacons of the Dutch Reformed churches in
Classis Holland (Michigan) as a testimony of their agreement with the orthodox doctrine
contained in the thirty-seven articles of the Confession of Faith; Catechism; and Canons
of Dordrecht.
We, the undersigned, ministers of the word of God, elders and deacons, residing within
the bounds of Classis Holland (Michigan) declare sincerely, and in good conscience
before the Lord, by this subscription that we heartily believe, and are persuaded that all
the articles and points of doctrine contained in the Confessions and Catechism of the
Reformed Dutch Churches, together with the explanation of some points of the aforesaid
doctrine made in the National Synod held at Dordrecht in the year 1618/1619, named the
Five Articles against the Remonstrants, conform to God's Word. We promise therefore
diligently to teach, and faithfully to defend the aforesaid doctrine, without either directly
or indirectly contradicting the same by our public preaching or writings. We declare,
moreover, that we not only reject all errors that militate against this doctrine, and
particularly those which are condemned in the above-mentioned Synod; but that we are
disposed to refute and contradict them, and to exert ourselves in keeping the church pure
from such errors. And if hereafter it may happen that we would develop any difficulties,
or different sentiments respecting the aforesaid doctrine that we will neither publicly
[p.265]
nor privately propose, teach, or defend the same, either by preaching or writing, until we
have first revealed such sentiment to the Consistory, Classis, or Synod, that the same may
be there examined; being ready always cheerfully to submit to the judgment of the
Consistory, Classis, or Synod, under the penalty, in case of refusal, to be ipso facto
suspended from our office. And, further, if at any time the Consistory, the Classis or
Synod, upon sufficient grounds of suspicion, and to preserve the uniformity and purity of
doctrine, may deem it proper to require of us a further explanation of our sentiments
respecting any particular article of the Confession of Faith, the Catechism, or the
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